The Deaf Athletics Pathway – Relevance to Athletes, Coaches, Schools & funders
In the last few weeks, many enquiries have come to DUKA concerning ‘The Deaf Athletics Pathway’.  Some people do not understand what it means; others are simply very confused about it.  
DUKA has produced 2 Charts to clarify this. The can be downloaded http://www.deafukathletics.org.uk/documents.html   Basically the ‘Deaf Athletics Pathway’ means the ‘path’ or ‘directions’ that deaf athletes have to follow to get into the major events such as the Deaflympics, World or European Championships.  Chart 1 shows the directions that Deaf/Hearing Impaired Athletics have to follow and Chart 2 shows the Deaf & Disability Pathway.

In summary, from looking at both charts, you will notice that for deaf/hearing impaired athletes to ‘qualify’ for the Deaflympics, World or European Championships for Deaf People, the athlete must have ’55 decibel (db) hearing loss in the best ear’ (see http://www.deaflympics.com/news/enews/backissues.asp?ID=38 “Keeping the Games Deaf”) and meets DUKA’s Qualifying Standards.  This also applies to disabled athletes who may also have hearing impairment.  

Disabled athletes are ALLOWED to complete in the Deaflympics (ICSD – International Committee of Sport for Deaf people www.deaflympics.com) and the European Deaf Sport Organisation’s (EDSO - www.deafsports-edso.eu/) sanctioned events if they pass the 55db criteria. But, being DEAF ONLY will not qualify the athlete for the Paralympics – (http://www.paralympic.org/release/Main_Sections_Menu/index.html) there is currently no category for ‘Deaf’ in the Paralympics.

The charts show the pathways from grassroots to world class championships.  A disabled athlete who is also deaf, when welcomed to compete in ICSD or EDSO events, the athlete will compete against deaf only – there is no separate classification for disabled athlete who is also deaf and deaf only athlete.  The only classifications in the Deaflympics, World and European Championships for deaf people are ’55 db hearing loss, Men and Women’.  

For the purposes of World and European Records recognition, Deaf Athletics Governing Bodies adheres to the International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF- www.iaaf.org/) rules and regulations.
Athletes, coaches, schools, funding bodies (e.g., National Governing Bodies – NGB) and anyone involved in deaf/disability athletics need to be aware of the above.  DUKA does deal with athletes who are deaf with additional disability – such as a wheelchair user or a deaf athlete who also has Learning Disability; but without adequate funding and resources, DUKA, is limited with the level of support to those who are deaf with additional disabilities who also qualifies for the Paralympics!  This is why funding bodies, the government, etc need to incorporate ‘deaf’ into their funding policies.

For further information contact us or visit

www.deafukathletics.org.uk 
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